From seedy bars to holy sites, Europeans journeyed to colonized spaces to encounter people and places they would never see at home. This class examines how European peoples participated in the imperial project through their travels. It tackles a history of Europe and empire through different frameworks (Orientalism, gender studies…) and methods (mainly primary source analysis and Web-based tools). Students will examine how Europeans "experienced" empire through travel, including safaris, sex tourism, and mission work. This will include a brief study of European travel themes, such as the Grand Tour, transportation technology, and mass tourism, with our focus mainly on what happened when Europeans vacationed in "their" overseas holdings. As a class, we will also embark on an extended case study of Saharan travel, analyzing guidebooks on the subject and producing a Web site featuring original content and an interactive map.
1. Expand understanding of the histories of Europe, empire, and tourism. 2. Consider underlying questions related to the imperial gaze, the exercise of power, and the impact of modes of travel. 3. Improve ability to produce argument-driven academic writing, producing independent analysis of scholarly materials and crafting content for public consumption. 4. Approach primary and secondary sources with a confident and critical eye. 5. Gain confidence expressing ideas, opinions, and questions during class meetings. 6. Set challenging but attainable individual goals for academic excellence. What would you like to achieve in this class? We can meet to discuss what you would like to get out of this semester and how you can approach your objectives.
Required Readings:
Students are expected to arrive in class having already read the material assigned for that day. We will discuss reading strategies early in the semester. Strong class participation necessitates an engagement with these texts. The Guidebooks
Students will be divided into groups of three and assigned to one of the following guidebooks (all available online via Hathi Trust) for the duration of the semester:
• Cook's Practical Guide to Algeria and Tunisia (London: Thomas Cook & Son, 1908 Assessment:
-Participation: If you consistently contribute to class discussion, up to three points will be added to your final average. Poor attendance and/or disruptive classroom behavior (including inappropriate use of electronic devices) will result in up to three points deducted from your final average.
-Short paper (1pm, Feb. 14):
Write 750-1000 words analyzing the front sections of your guidebook (generally speaking, this will include the front matter, geography, history, and phrase sections, though the books vary). Use the readings from Weeks 1-3 as an analytical frame (ex: look for evidence of orientalism or the imperial gaze). Approx. 20% of final grade.
-Web entries (1pm, Throughout the semester): Group members will take turns writing a 500-word Web entry each week, based on the weekly prompt. The entire group will workshop each entry ahead of its publication on the Web site.
Students are encouraged to locate images from the guidebook or other public access images that could accompany the Web entry. Only the revised version will receive a grade (due one week after the initial due date). As a class we will discuss alternatives to the 500-word entry (such as voice recordings or Prezi presentations) that can be submitted to the site instead. Approx. 30% of final grade (average of all individual entries).
-Group presentation (Week 14):
In the final week of class, each group will present on their guidebook and summarize their semester's work, focusing on a single route featured in the book as a lens through which to examine the book as a whole. A visual component of this presentation will be included on the Web site (Prezi, video, podcast, timeline, etc.). Approx. 15% of final grade.
-Final paper (1pm, May 16): Each student will write a 12-15 page paper. This can either be an analysis of a primary source on travel (not the one associated with their group work) or a more standard term paper on a topic related to this course's main themes. This analysis must engage with course readings, additional secondary material, and the content from the class Web site. Approx. 35% of final grade.
Why "approx. X% of final grade?" Because effort and improvement will be accounted for in the calculation of your final grade.
Please note the following:
• 1:01pm = half a letter grade deduction, 1:01pm the day after the due date = another half letter off, etc… Papers over four days late will not be accepted. • Papers must be submitted via Moodle in .doc, .docx, or .pdf form ONLY. Please take technical timing into account and give yourself ample time to upload the attachment prior to the deadline. Note that submissions are automatically run through anti-plagiarism software. If you have any doubt about whether you successfully submitted via Moodle, immediately e-mail your assignment to me, as well. • A guide to writing and citations will be distributed in class and uploaded to Moodle.
• All assignments will receive numerical grades, which correspond to letter grades: 96-100 = A; 90-95 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-82 = B-; 77-79 = C+ … 60-62 = D; >60 = F.
Campus Resources:
We all hit stressful points in the semester. To that end, in addition to my office hours, I would encourage you to keep in mind the variety of resources Swarthmore has to offer. As the Student Handbook reminds us: "All disability-related accommodations must be arranged through the Director of Student Disability Services and Learning Resources. Programs in learning and studying at Swarthmore are available throughout the year and particularly suited to First Year students in the fall semester. Support in the form of departmental clinics and peer supports, The Writing Center, and Student Academic Mentors (SAMs) are also available. Peer tutors are provided free of charge, within reasonable use, and when the tutor resource is available. Deans, professors, and other professional staff can help students to access these resources." If you are unclear about what these resources are or how you can learn more about them, please don't hesitate to speak with me.
Further:
If you believe you need accommodations for a disability or a chronic medical condition, please contact Student Disability Services (Parrish 113W, 123W) via e-mail at: studentdisabilityservices@swarthmore.edu to arrange an appointment to discuss your needs. As appropriate, the office will issue students with documented disabilities or medical conditions a formal Accommodations Letter. Since accommodations require early planning and are not retroactive, please contact Student Disability Services as soon as possible. For details about the accommodations process, visit the Student Disability Services website. You are also welcome to contact me privately to discuss your academic needs. However, all disability-related accommodations must be arranged, in advance, through Student Disability Services.
Course Etiquette:
• The Swarthmore History Department expects students to attend every class session, barring an excused absence.
• Please be on time. Habitual tardiness will impact your participation grade.
• Please see me if you plan on using a laptop or other Wi-Fi-enabled device. If you choose to use such a device, the only programs open should be for typing, accessing assigned readings, or managing our course's Web site. If a student habitually accesses programs or Web sites unrelated to the class, the right to use said device may be revoked for that class period or the entirety of the semester. Please disable text messaging capability on your computer for the duration of the class period. • Cell phones (on silent, of course) and headphones should be kept out of sight for the entire of the class period. Please do not consult text messages on watches, etc. • Please respect deadlines and due dates. Come to class prepared to participate, having already completed the required readings for that day.
History Department Attendance and Communication Policy:
Students are required to attend all classes. Unexcused absences will result in a lower grade for the course. If you are having a medical or personal emergency, please contact the Dean's Office as well as the instructor. It is your responsibility to inform your instructor as soon as possible. It is essential that you check your email on a regular basis since History professors will contact you via email. We also expect you to use email to contact History professors.
Academic Honesty:
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with Swarthmore's academic policies (found here: http://www.swarthmore.edu/student-handbook/academic-policies) and will be held accountable for any breach of "the College's standards of academic integrity whether these violations are intentional or unintentional." When in doubt, footnote. I will distribute further information on the History Department's guidelines of academic honesty and we will discuss academic honesty in class.
Schedule:
Week 1: Empire and the Western Gaze Jan. 22:
• Stephen Howe, Empire: A Very Short Introduction Week 2: Tourism and Travel Writing
